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Author of the Hugo and Nebula Award-winning novels Rendezvous with Rama and The Fountains

of Paradise along with such memorable novels as Childhood's End, Sir Arthur C. Clarke was - with

Isaac Asimov and Robert A. Heinlein - one of the writers who defined the classic era of science

fiction. From early work like "Rescue Party" and "The Lion of Comarre" through classic stories

including "The Star", "Earthlight", "The Nine Billion Names of God", and "The Sentinel" (kernel of the

later novel and movie 2001: A Space Odyssey), all the way to later work like "A Meeting with

Medusa" and "The Hammer of God", this comprehensive short story collection encapsulates one of

the great science fiction careers of all time.
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Arthur C. ClarkeThe Collected StoriesTor, Hardback, 20018vo. x+966 pp. Foreword by Arthur

Clarke, June 2000 [ix-x].First published thus, 2000.Contents*Foreword1. Travel by Wire! [1937]2.

How We Went to Mars [1938]**3. Retreat from Earth [1938]4. Reverie [1939]**5. The Awakening

[1942]6. Whacky [1942]7. Loophole [1946]8. Rescue Party [1946]9. Technical Error [1946]10.

Castaway [1947]11. The Fires Within [1947]12. Inheritance [1947]13. Nightfall [1947, aka "The

Curse"]14. History Lesson [1949]15. Transience [1949]16. The Wall of Darkness [1949]17. The Lion

of Comarre [1949]18. The Forgotten Enemy [1948]19. Hide-and-Seek [1949]20. Breaking Strain

[1949]21. Nemesis [1950]22. Guardian Angel [1950]23. Time's Arrow [1950]24. A Walk in the Dark

[1950]25. Silence Please [1950]26. Trouble with the Natives [1951]27. The Road to the Sea

[195128. The Sentinel [1951]29. Holiday On the Moon [1951]**30. Earthlight [1951]**31. Second



Dawn [1951]32. Superiority [1951]33. "If I Forget Thee, Oh Earth..." [1951]34. All The Time in the

World [1952]35. The Nine Billion Names of God [1953]36. The Possessed [1953]37. The Parasite

[1953]38. Jupiter Five [1953]39. Encounter in the Dawn [1953]40. The Other Tiger [1953]41.

Publicity Campaign [1953]42. Armaments Race [1954]43. The Deep Range [1955]44. No Morning

After [1954]45. Big Game Hunt [1956]46. Patent Pending [1954]47. Refugee [1955]48. The Star

[1955]49.

"Many and strange are the Universes that drift like bubbles in the foam upon the River of time.

Some - a very few - move against or athwart its current; and fewer still are those that lie forever

beyond its reach, knowing nothing of the future or the past. Shervane's tiny cosmos was not one of

these; its strangeness was of a different order." Thus begins the "Wall of darkness" the 16th of the

stories in this collection of 104 Science Fiction short stories written by Arthur C. Clarke.Briefly; the

Wall of darkness is a story about a wealthy young man who lives on a world always turning the

same face towards its star, the great sun of Trilorne. On this world there was a region too hot for life

called the Fire lands, a narrow belt that was inhabitable, and also the cold shadow lands

surrounding the equator. Located at the equator was "The wall of darkness" a gigantic tall black

impenetrable wall. It was not known whether it was created by the maker of stars or by some

ancient civilization, but Shervane set out to explore it. What he found was almost beyond

comprehension and still it elegantly explained the time and space structure of our own Universe,

and maybe the time and space structure of any possible material Universe. As is stated;

"Shervane's world was the last and the strangest jest of the Maker of the Stars". I always found this

short story to be the most fascinating short story I have ever read, and one of the best

manifestations of the Genius of Arthur C. Clarke.This is a nearly complete collection of all of A.

Clarke's short stories collected into one book.
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